Nature and classification of viruses affecting small animals.
The classification of animal viruses is predicated upon the various parameters discussed herein and the molecular biology of viruses. Although many of the parameters used for classification purposes have little obvious relation to the disease the veterinarian observes, it is necessary to utilize this information collectively to understand viral classification and its relationship to disease pathogenesis, treatment, diagnosis, and prevention because all these are predicted on the classification of animal viruses (Table 2).